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Gorham’s Cave draws collaborative project between Gibraltar Museum and Oxford 
University 

 
As part of its drive to establish collaborative projects with researchers and institutions at the 
highest academic level, the Gibraltar Museum is pleased to announce the establishment of a 
medium to long term archaeological project with the School of Archaeology of the University 
of Oxford. The work will involve all future archaeological excavations at Gorham’s Cave and 
associated sites within the potential Gorham’s Cave Complex World Heritage Site. As part of 
the agreement Dr Francisco Giles Pacheco, former director of the Museo de El Puerto Santa 
Maria (now retired) and long-established archaeologist at the project, will continue in a 
leading capacity within the team.   
 
The Oxford team will be led by Drs Michael Petraglia and Nicole Boivin. They have visited 
Gibraltar previously and have undertaken preliminary work with two draft papers in the 
process of submission for publication. These have drawn on museum-based research and 
pilot excavations. One is on a re-evaluation of the Neolithic and Bronze Age of Gibraltar and 
the other on Mousterian (Neanderthal) stone tool technology from all the caves.   
 
Both archaeologists are respected leaders of international projects. As part of a 5-year 
European Union grant, Dr Nicole Boivin is exploring ancient trade and exchange between 
populations across the Indian Ocean Rim. She is presently excavating sites in East Africa, 
India and Sri Lanka. Dr Michael Petraglia is currently investigating the movement of 
populations out of Africa.  He is excavating Palaeolithic sites in Arabia and India, which have 
now been dated to between 70-80,000 years ago.   
 
Commenting on the collaboration, Professor Clive Finlayson of the Gibraltar Museum 
expressed his delight and satisfaction: “We are always trying to bring the best researchers to 
work with us in what are sites that are among the best in the world. This collaboration will 
ensure stability and continuity of the archaeological dimension of our important work in 
Gorham’s and is especially welcome now that we are moving towards World Heritage Status. 
With Nicky and Mike will come a great team of researchers and students and a window will 
open for international funding to support the Gibraltar Government’s long term commitment 
towards us.”  
 
 
 
 

 
Note to Editors: For further information please contact Marie Mosquera at the Gibraltar 
Museum on 200 74289. Alternatively, email: musadmin@gibraltar.gi 
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